
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
MEETING MINUTES 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2004 
ABLONDI ROOM 

 
Attendance: Christopher C. Ross, Chairman; Katherine E. Murphy, Vice-Chairperson; 
Charles J. Sisitsky, Clerk (arrived late); Dr. Esther A. H. Hopkins, Member; A. Ginger 
Esty, Member 
 
The first portion of the meeting, beginning at 7:00 PM was devoted to a special public 
hearing regarding the renewal of the Town’s cable license with Comcast.  Mr. Sisitsky 
had recused himself from this portion of the meeting. 
 
The Chairman called the meeting back to order at 9:51 PM, and reviewed the agenda. 
 
Continued Hearing: Consideration of a request for an Automatic Amusement License, a 
Sunday License, and an increase of hours for Pepperoncini’s (All Alcohol Restaurant) 
Mr. Vassilios Theodorakos, owner and manager was present to represent Pepperoncini’s.  
Mr. Ross read for the record a letter from Police Chief Steven Carl indicating that the 
Police Department’s recommendation was to not issue the license due to an ongoing 
investigation of an alcohol violation.  Mr. Ross read the letter for the record: 
 
“Honorable Board, 
 
Due to a serious ongoing investigation involving Pepperoncini’s I do not recommend 
authorizing any request for additional licenses, or the expansion of the current license.  
Upon completion of the investigation, I will provide in writing to Town Manager George 
P. King, Jr. my recommendations regarding the status of their current license. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Steven B. Carl, Chief of Police” 
 
Mr. Theodorakos noted that he had not received a copy of the letter, and Mr. King 
confirmed that he had received the letter earlier that day from the Police Chief.  Mr. King 
inquired if Mr. Theodorakos was aware of the investigation, and Mr. Theodorakos 
explained that he had not been contacted by any Police authority or governing body, but 
had only heard about the investigation through hearsay.  He explained that he was out of 
the country when the alleged incident had occurred, and Mr. King recommended that he 
speak with the Police Chief about the matter.  Mr. Ross suggested continuing the hearing 
until the matter was resolved more thoroughly. 
 
The motion was made to postpone the hearing indefinitely pending the resolution of the 
investigation of Pepperoncini’s. 
Motion: Ms. Murphy   Second: Ms. Esty 
VOTE: 4 – 0 
 
Mr. Sisitsky joined the meeting at 9:57 PM. 
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Consideration of 2004 License Renewals 
Mr. King explained that state law required all license-holders wishing to renew their 
licenses to submit their request by November 30, and required the Board’s approval to 
renew licenses.  He reminded the Board that its authority to do any more than approve 
them was relatively limited.  He recommended that the Board approve the list as 
presented, with the exception of Abigail’s Restaurant, which was no longer in business, 
and the Athenian Restaurant, which had submitted a letter explaining that they were no 
longer seeking renewal for their license.  Mr. Sisitsky questioned why John Harvard’s 
was listed twice, and Mr. King answered that due to the transfer of ownership, the 
location had likely been inputted into the system twice.  Dr. Hopkins questioned that the 
Board would be renewing Pepperoncini’s license while it was under investigation, and 
Mr. King reminded her that the Board could not refuse renewal due to the investigation.  
Sanctions could be levied against the business after the investigation was completed, but 
the Board was unable to use non-renewal as a form of reprimand.  Ms. Murphy 
questioned the name of the Post Road Tavern, and Mr. King said he would look into the 
matter, as they had changed their name back to Bickford’s some time before.  Dr. 
Hopkins questioned the status of the new Aegean restaurant, and Mr. King confirmed that 
while the license had not been picked up because they had not yet opened, renewal was 
still required for 2005. 
 
The motion was made to approve all of the license renewal requests as presented by the 
Town Manager. 
Motion: Ms. Esty   Second: Ms. Murphy 
VOTE: 5 – 0 
 
Consideration of a 24-hour operational request from Wal-Mart at 121 Worcester Road 
from December 18 – December 24 
Ms. Murphy questioned if any other 24-hour licenses were in existence, and Mr. Ross 
pointed out that while Walgreen’s was open 24 hours year-round, there were not any 
seasonal requests to be open 24 hours.  Mr. King pointed out that Wal-Mart would need a 
permit from the Board because they sold food, whereas otherwise, it would not require 
approval.  The Board requested that someone from Wal-Mart be present to answer 
questions of safety. 
 
The motion was made to continue the hearing until December 9, 2004, when a 
representative from Wal-Mart could be present to answer questions from the Board. 
Motion: Ms. Murphy   Second: Ms. Esty 
VOTE: 5 – 0 
 
Consideration of a request to light a Menorah on the Framingham Common by the 
Congregation Bais Chabad in honor of Chanukah (December 7 - December 14) 
Mr. King noted that the request was an annual occurrence.  Ms. Esty questioned the 
request based on the religious symbolism involved.  Mr. King noted that while there had 
been some controversy in neighboring towns there had not been any issues in 
Framingham to date with the annual request, and all requests from various religious 
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traditions would be handled on a case-by-case basis.  Mr. Sisitsky requested that the 
menorah be removed promptly. 
 
The motion was made to approve the request. 
Motion: Mr. Sisitsky   Second: Ms. Esty 
VOTE: 5 – 0 
 
Consideration of designating a representative to serve on a task force to oversee a 
Feasibility Study for a Proposed Extension of the Bruce N. Freeman Memorial Path in 
Sudbury and Framingham 
Mr. King confirmed that the appointment could be any resident of Framingham, and that 
Mr. John Stasik had recommended Mr. William Williamson for the position.  He 
requested direction from the Board.  Mr. Ross suggested advertising the position, and an 
alternate. 
 
The motion was made to advertise for the vacancy and an alternate. 
Motion: Ms. Esty   Second: Mr. Sisitsky 
VOTE: 5 – 0  
 
Consideration of an application for a grant for the Board of Health (Tobacco Grant) 
Mr. King explained that he needed the Board’s permission to sign the grant, which would 
aid in promoting tobacco control within the Town. 
 
The motion was made to approve the tobacco grant. 
Motion: Ms. Murphy   Second: Ms. Esty 
VOTE: 5 – 0  
 
Nexum Litigation
Ms. Esty discussed a letter that had been generated by Counsel to move to the next phase 
of the case, and also that a Planning Board member had contacted her to ensure it had 
been signed and sent.  Mr. King confirmed that he had discussed the matter with the 
lawyer already. 
 
Ms. Esty questioned whether the subject of the executive session that evening should be 
discussed in open session instead, and Mr. King reminded her that because it was a 
settlement that had yet to be finalized, it was proper executive session material. 
 
Ambulance Diversion
Mr. King gave the background on the issue, noting the Town’s concern with the 
increased amount of diversion to Natick.  At that time, a diversion agreement had been 
reached, which allowed for the transportation of patients to Framingham when both 
hospitals were on diversion.  He noted that about one month prior he had discussed the 
issue with a representative from Vanguard.  A week later, they were informed that the 
agreement would not longer be honored.  They were told by the Metropolitan Boston 
Emergency Medical Services Council (MBEMSC) that the Town was violating diversion 
guidelines, and would be forced to take ambulances out of town when both hospitals 
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were on diversion.  Mr. King, Chief Burke and Chief Gadson informed them that they 
would take it up with the Department of Public Health (DPH).  Mr. King discussed the 
matter with the Executive Director of Region 4 of the MBEMSC, and found him vague 
about the diversion rules.  He was referred to Dr. Posner, the Medical Director for Region 
4, who had also informed him that the Town was violating diversion regulations.  Dr. 
Posner said he would contact someone else, and no word had been received since.  Mr. 
Mark Clement then informed Mr. King that the agreement would no longer be honored, 
per the orders of the DPH.  Mr. King addressed the claims of a letter that had been sent to 
him about diversion procedures, noting there was much misinformation that needed to be 
clarified.  Mr. King noted that he was drafting a letter addressing these issues.  He also 
discussed that he would like to file a public information request to receive all subject 
matter on the issue to understand its origin and perhaps come to a successful resolution 
for all parties involved.  Ms. Esty opined that the issue was something that should be 
taken up as a joint-Board issue, and Mr. King agreed, further suggesting that the state 
representatives be involved as well.  Ms. Murphy suggested requesting all of the numbers 
for diversion for the neighboring towns.  Mr. Sisitsky suggested that the Town Manager 
discuss the subject with someone from DPH, and Mr. King stated that he had had a phone 
conversation the day before.  Mr. Sisitsky questioned that something in writing be 
obtained from DPH before proceeding further.  In response to Ms. Murphy’s suggestion 
that an additional ambulance be secured, even temporarily, Mr. King informed her that 
steps have been taken to do so to assist in the short-term.   
 
Executive Session 
The motion was to move into Executive Session at 10:34 PM for the purposes of 
discussing litigation and an ongoing criminal investigation, with the intent to return to 
open session to adjourn. 
Motion: Ms. Murphy   Second: Mr. Sisitsky 
VOTE: 5 – 0 (roll call vote) 
 
Upon returning from Executive Session: 
 
The motion was made to adjourn. 
Motion: Ms. Murphy   Second: Ms. Esty 
VOTE: 4 – 0 (Mr. Sisitsky had recused himself during Executive Session) 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Charles J. Sisitsky, Clerk 
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